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audience, along with his wife, the Statler 
brothers, Carl Perkins, and many more. In 
1990, when devastating flood hit Arkansas 
farmers he was quick to jump to action. As a 
member of the country quartet, the Highway-
men, he persuaded the group to begin their 
new tour in Little Rock, Arkansas. They raised 
thousands of dollars for the farmers’ recovery. 

An eleven-time Grammy winner, Johnny 
Cash was recognized and honored by his na-
tive state of Arkansas. He won the Arkansas 
Broadcasters Association ‘‘Arkansan of the 
Year’’ Award and was given the Entertainers 
Award and the President’s Award from the Ar-
kansas Entertainers Hall of Fame. Johnny 
Cash is a country music legend and will al-
ways have a special place in the hearts of 
many worldwide, but none more than in the 
hearts of his fellow Arkansans.
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Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to pay tribute to Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta, foundress of the Missionaries of 
Charity, a woman of profound grace who on 
October 19th will be beatified by Pope John 
Paul II in Rome. Mother Teresa was an un-
likely hero, to be sure—exceptionally small, 
soft-spoken, and humble—but she remains a 
towering example of selfless devotion to oth-
ers. Called, as she said, to ‘‘follow Christ into 
the slums,’’ she dedicated her life to the des-
titute and disabled in Calcutta—to minister to 
those who were dying alone. To them, she of-
fered something without price: unconditional 
love that bridged the divides of culture, class, 
and religion. She expected nothing in return; 
instead, she acted in the hope that others 
might love the lonely. 

It is not surprising that a person with such 
a deep respect for human dignity also strongly 
defended the right to life. She was very clear 
about each individual’s right to live, consid-
ering abortion ‘‘the greatest destroyer of love 
and peace.’’ She was especially critical of the 
United States’ acceptance of abortion and 
questioned how we could ever expect peace 
in our nation when even mothers are allowed 
to end the lives of their preborn children. 

The lessons, then, of this remarkable life do 
not only apply to the poor and downtrodden in 
India. Mother Teresa’s lessons apply to citi-
zens of the most developed nations in the 
world. As she herself said, the worst tragedy 
is to be unloved, and the worst poverty is pov-
erty of the heart. The best way we can honor 
her memory is to reach out to those who suf-
fer in our midst and to follow her advice: to 
love until it hurts.
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Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of this motion. The De-
partment of Energy may believe that simply 
reclassifying waste is a quick and clever way 
to solve a nasty problem but I, along with 
many of my colleagues, disagree. 

Millions of gallons of high-level radioactive 
waste lie in corroding storage tanks in Idaho, 
Washington, and South Carolina with the po-
tential of invading the nearby rivers. DOE 
doesn’t want to clean it up because there’s an 
easier way to go—it wants to reclassify some 
of that waste as ‘‘incidental’’ rather than high-
level radioactive, and keep it in place. Simply 
reclassifying waste does nothing for the health 
and safety of the people who live near these 
sites. In fact, it could be extremely detrimental 
to their well-being. However, DOE does not 
seem to be concerned with those citizens. In-
stead, they want to take the easy path—just 
reclassify waste using unsound science and 
call it a day. 

If it’s not enough that harmful waste around 
the country would be kept in its current dan-
gerous state under this proposal, another ef-
fect is that waste now deemed high-level ra-
dioactive waste could be shipped to New Mex-
ico to be stored at the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Program (WIPP). The fact is that this waste is 
currently prohibited by law from being stored 
in WIPP. In addition, we’ve been told for years 
that high-level waste would not be brought to 
WIPP. To top it off, we do not even know if 
WIPP is ready to handle waste with such high 
levels of radioactivity. That is why we need to 
pass this motion. 

During my tenure as New Mexico’s Attorney 
General, I fought long and hard to make sure 
that what happens at WIPP would be decided 
by the people who are affected by it—the citi-
zens of New Mexico. Decisions with such a 
large impact should be discussed openly and 
not in backroom deals. This arbitrary decision 
by the DOE, made without public comment by 
the people it would affect, boils down to clear 
abuse of a loophole. Codification of the pro-
posal would be disastrous. 

I urge my colleagues to support this motion. 
Doing so is crucial for the health and safety of 
our communities in New Mexico and across 
the country.
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, this week more 
than 5,000 diverse communities across the 
country will rally for afterschool by participating 
in the fourth annual Lights On Afterschool! 
This national event will call attention to after-
school programs and the resources required 
to keep the lights on and the doors open for 

children who need a safe place to go during 
the hours immediately after the school day 
ends. Lights On Afterschool! is a project of the 
Afterschool Alliance, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to ensuring that all children have 
access to afterschool programs by 2010. 

This year’s Lights on Afterschool! celebra-
tion will be its largest yet. The Alliance esti-
mates more than 600,000 individuals will ac-
knowledge and celebrate the benefits of after-
school programs by participating in over 6,000 
events which are taking place in a variety of 
settings. I am especially proud of all the activi-
ties taking place in my own district with events 
being sponsored by a wide variety of after-
school providers including the Flint Community 
Schools; the National Center for Community 
Education; Boys & Girls Clubs in Saginaw 
County, Longfellow, Bay County, and Saginaw 
County; Partners in Progress; the International 
Academy of Flint Partners in Progress; Car-
man Ainsworth Community Education Center; 
and the Saginaw YMCA. These organizations 
are wonderful examples of the depth and 
breadth of afterschool programming in this 
country. 

I have long been a supporter of the 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers Pro-
gram, which provides federal support for local 
afterschool centers, in addition to other com-
prehensive afterschool initiatives. This is be-
cause these programs keep kids safe, help 
working families, and improve academic 
achievement. America’s children are our most 
important resources and their health, safety, 
and quality of their education are all respon-
sibilities we share. That is why we must en-
sure the availability of afterschool programs to 
all children, especially those who go to an 
empty house on any given day. The Urban In-
stitute estimates that at least 7 million and as 
many as 15 million ‘‘latchkey kids’’ find them-
selves in this situation. An empty house 
should not be their only option. 

Youth today need safe, stimulating places to 
go after school. As documented by a 17-year 
study that followed 1,800 6th graders in 10 
Michigan schools through high school and col-
lege, students who participate in extra-
curricular activities have better grades, feel 
greater attachment to school, have lower tru-
ancy rates and reach higher levels of achieve-
ment in college. Other studies have shown 
that teens who do not participate in after-
school programs are nearly three times more 
likely to skip classes than teens who do par-
ticipate. They are also three times more likely 
to use marijuana or other drugs, and they are 
more likely to drink alcohol, smoke cigarettes 
and engage in sexual activity. 

Today’s events across the country provide 
an opportunity to showcase the excellent after-
school programs that do exist and build sup-
port for their expansion. Last year I urged my 
colleagues to visit afterschool programs in 
their districts, and once again I do the same. 
Turn the lights on in your community and urge 
business and civic leaders to do the same! 
We owe it to America’s children to do so! 

I thank the Afterschool Alliance for all their 
work, and I congratulate the many Lights On 
Afterschool! partners and programs who make 
this event a success, in particular 4–H After-
school, the 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, Jun-
ior Achievement and the YMCA of the USA. In 
addition, congratulations to the supporters of 
this event including the National Presenting 
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